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JOHANNES BRAHMS
ISTJs are well-organized traditionalists such as Johannes  Brahms—who 

wrote music that harked back to the great composers of the Romantic 
and Classical eras, at a time when music was beginning a vast upheaval. 
For Brahms, composition was a careful ritual, and he was very deliberate 

about releasing only his very best material.

STEVE REICH
ISTPs are analytical and quiet, prizing e�ciency and rigor. Even 

among minimalist composers, Steve Reich is a systems guy: from 
deconstructing voice recordings to writing a full hour’s worth of 
percussion variations, Reich sets his goal and pursues it with an 

engineer’s precision.

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART
ESTPs are footloose and fancy-free, social butter�ies who thrive on 
improvisation. Among composers, there’s no better exemplar of this 
type than Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the famously �irty genius who 
could wing a new fugue even when playing upside-down and 
backwards.

ARNOLD SCHOENBERG
ESTJs are hard workers—when they want to be. They’re also natural 
leaders, like Arnold Schoenberg. Both through the inspiration of the 
muse and the force of his personality, Schoenberg successfully strove 
to become the most public face of the 12-tone compositional system.

ANTONIO VIVALDI
ISFJs are reliable and friendly, with good heads and empathetic hearts. 

Such was Four Seasons composer Antonio Vivaldi, who spent much of 
his life as the music director at an orphanage while cultivating relationships 

with royalty and writing wildly popular arias.

JOHN TAVENER
ISFPs are quiet and caring, with deeply-held values. British 

composer John Tavener wrote contemplative, powerful music 
in�uenced by his Greek Orthodox faith. His colleague John Rutter 
said that Tavener had the “very rare gift” of being able to bring his 

audience to complete silence.

Judging (J)

JOSEPH HADYN
ESFPs aren’t tied down by convention, but they work well with 
others and know how to infuse creativity into everyday life. Joseph 
Haydn had to keep up a grueling pace of compositions that wouldn’t 
surprise his audience too much—but even so, he snuck one musical 
invention after another into his vast body of work.

GEORGE FREDERIC HANDEL
ESFJs are worldly and intuitive, not allowing sentiment to distract 
them from their goals. George Frederic Handel left his native Germany
 for England and never looked back as he rose to the pinnacle of fame 
on the basis of his masterpiece Messiah and other popular works.

ANTONIN DVORAK
INFJs are creative and conscientious, prizing relationships and 

self-understanding. Throughout his long career Antonín Dvořák 
integrated his Bohemian heritage into his work, and eventually 

built a musical bridge to the New World. He was known for his
a�ability and humility.

FRANZ SCHUBERT
INFPs are focused inward, true to themselves and their ideals. 

Quiet but visionary, Franz Schubert was beloved by the relatively 
few friends who came to know him well. His life was tragically short, 

but Schubert’s intense dedication left us with a remarkable body of work.

GIUSEPPE VERDI
ENFPs are charismatic leaders who inspire others to join their causes. 
Giuseppe Verdi wasn’t just a pioneering composer, he ran his own farm 
and also ran—successfully—for o�ce, serving for half a decade in Italy’s 
�rst national parliament.

AARON COPLAND
ENFJs are �ercely devoted to community and shared values. Though 
practiced in avant-garde compositional techniques, Aaron Copland 
became America’s greatest populist composer, using his talents to give 
eloquent voice to our highest shared aspirations.

CHARLES IVES
INTJs are thinky loners, ambitious and plain-spoken. That describes 

Charles Ives, the iconoclastic composer who worked as an insurance 
man to free himself of any restrictions on the unusual compositions 

that listeners and performers still grapple with today.

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
INTPs are inventive but impatient. They work best on their own, and tend 

to avoid situations where they’re responsible for others. Sound a bit like 
Ludwig van Beethoven? The most famously prickly composer of all time, 

Beethoven would isolate himself in his home to wrestle with the muse.

RICHARD WAGNER
ENTPs don’t want to hear the word “impossible.” They’re idea people whose 
energy can sometimes alienate others; nonetheless, they tend to succeed at their 
grand plans. Richard Wagner built Bayreuth despite all odds, and despite the fact 
that he’d alienated many friends, lovers, and patrons. ENTP = YOLO.

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH
ENTJs are bold in their thinking, but realistic in implementation. Only a composer 
with both the genius and the dedication of Johann Sebastian Bach could have 
composed the Goldberg Variations, or the exhaustive Well-Tempered Clavier—while 
also teaching, performing, and raising umpteen children.
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What composer are you?
Find your match with our composer personality chart.
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