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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 

 

COUNTY OF RAMSEY SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 

 COURT FILE NO.       

 PROSECUTOR FILE NO. 2096814 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State of Minnesota,   

        

                                Plaintiff,  CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

v.   Summons         Warrant 

   Order of Detention 

JUSTUS OGENDI KEBABE DOB: 05/10/1967  

1255 E. County Road D, #312   

Vadnais Heights, MN 55127   Amended 

 

                                Defendant.   
 

 

The Complainant, being duly sworn, makes complaint to the above-named Court and states that there is 

probable cause to believe that the Defendant committed the following offense(s): 

 

 

COUNT 1 

On or about the 11
th

 day of October, 2010 to the 13
th

 day of October, 2010, in Ramsey County, Minnesota, the 

defendant, JUSTUS OGENDI KEBABE, did wrongfully and unlawfully cause the death of Bilha Omare, with 

intent to effect the death of Bilha Omare. 

 

Said acts constituting the offense of MURDER IN THE SECOND DEGREE  

Minnesota Statute: § 609.19.1(1) 

Maximum Sentence: 40 years. 

 

COUNT 2 

On or about the 11
th

 day of October, 2010 to the 13
th

 day of October, 2010, in Ramsey County, Minnesota, the 

defendant, JUSTUS OGENDI KEBABE, did wrongfully and unlawfully cause the death of Ivyn Ogendi, with 

intent to effect the death of Ivyn Ogendi. 

 

Said acts constituting the offense of MURDER IN THE SECOND DEGREE  

Minnesota Statute: § 609.19.1(1) 

Maximum Sentence: 40 years. 

 

COUNT 3 

On or about the 11
th

 day of October, 2010 to the 13
th

 day of October, 2010, in Ramsey County, Minnesota, the 

defendant, JUSTUS OGENDI KEBABE, did wrongfully and unlawfully cause the death of Kinley Ogendi, 

with intent to effect the death of Kinley Ogendi. 

 

Said acts constituting the offense of MURDER IN THE SECOND DEGREE  

Minnesota Statute: § 609.19.1(1) 

Maximum Sentence: 40 years. 
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

 

 

Your complainant is an investigator with the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department and she bases this complaint 

upon a review of reports and upon her own investigation. 

 

Trooper Froehlich of the Minnesota State Patrol Rochester District reported that on October 13, 2010 at 

approximately 10:00 p.m., he was dispatched to the call of a stalled vehicle on southbound I-35 near mile 

marker 74 with someone trying to push the stalled vehicle out of the lane.  Upon arrival at the scene he observed 

two adult females who stated that they had helped push the vehicle and did not know that the driver of the 

vehicle, later identified as JUSTUS OGENDI KEBABE, D.O.B. 05/10/1967, was no longer there.  They stated 

that Kebabe had left his 4 year old girl in their care.  Police observed the girl was naked from the waist down 

and the women stated that Kebabe had explained the girl had wet her pants so he removed them.   

 

A short time later, Trooper Froehlich was informed that a man was running southbound on the I-35 right 

shoulder near mile marker 72.  Trooper Froehlich drove there and observed Justus Kebabe who stated that he 

was trying to get gas.  Kebabe was asked to get into the trooper’s squad to go back to the scene where Kebabe’s 

daughter was located.  Once at the scene of the stalled vehicle Kebabe was questioned about the odor of alcohol 

on his person.  Kebabe was given and failed some field sobriety tests, but passed a PBT with a test result of 

.036AC.  Kebabe then admitted that he had taken Tylenol PM.  Kebabe was transported to the Rice County Law 

Enforcement Center for a drug recognition expert to look at him.  Once there Kebabe admitted that he had taken 

many pills with Tylenol PM.  Kebabe then stated that his wife was dead and that she had a diabetic reaction and 

he found her in the bathroom.  Kebabe told police his other two children were at his brother’s house.  Police 

contacted Kebabe’s brother, E.K., who stated that he had no idea Kebabe’s wife was dead and that he did not 

have Kebabe’s other two children.  Rice County deputies then contacted Ramsey County deputies to check on 

the welfare of Kebabe’s wife and children. 

 

Deputy Patterson of the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department reports that on October 13, 2010, he had a 

conversation with E.K., the brother of Justus Kebabe.  E.K. stated that other family members had been called by 

Justus Kebabe who was crying hysterically, acting very distraught and stating he was going to kill himself.  

Justus Kebabe had spoke with them on October 13, 2010 at approximately 3:00 p.m. telling other family 

members he wanted to be buried in the USA and not in Africa.  E.K. said he last spoke with Justus Kebabe on 

Sunday, October 10, 2010, and at that time Justus Kebabe was making threats to kill himself over his 

relationship with his wife Bilha Omare.  Justus Kebabe told E.K. that Bilha Omare was having an extramarital 

affair.  After that conversation E.K. had made repeated attempts to call Bilha Omare with no success.   

 

Deputies Patterson and Bergmann of the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department then went to the residence of 

Justus Kebabe located at 1255 East County Road D, apartment #312, Vadnais, Heights, Ramsey County, 

Minnesota, on October 13, 2010 at approximately 11:45 p.m.  Police noted that a TV was on but other than that 

the apartment appeared dark.  One of the deputies then went to the work location of Bilha Omare and found out 

that she had not showed for work or called in absent on Monday and Tuesday, October 11 and October 12, 2010 

that week.  Her supervisor stated that that was very out of character for Bilha Omare based on two years of very 

responsible work history.  Based on these circumstances officers contacted the property management manager 

for that apartment complex and entered the apartment of Justus Kebabe and his family on October 14, 2010 at 

1:00 a.m.  Before entering officers announced themselves but no one responded.  Upon entry police observed 

that numerous doors to the rooms in the apartment were locked.  With the assistance of management a bathroom 

door was opened and police found inside the body of an adult female, later identified as Justus Kebabe’s wife 

Bilha Omare  Police noted that Bilha Omare was dead with her body discolored and blood on the floor around 

her head.  Police then opened up a locked bedroom door and found a deceased juvenile female, 9-year-old Ivyn 

Ogendi, in the bed.  Police then opened up another locked bedroom door and found a deceased juvenile boy, 12-
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year-old Kinley Ogendi in the bed.  Both Ivyn Ogendi and Kinley Ogendi are the children of Justus Kebabe and 

Bilha Omare.  Ramsey County deputies at that time did not know that Justus Kebabe was in the custody of Rice 

County deputies and put out an alert for him and were shortly thereafter notified that he was in custody in Rice 

County where he was then arrested for homicide.   

 

Deputy Urban of the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department reports that on October 14, 2010 she and Agent 

Mueller of the Minnesota BCA interviewed Justus Kebabe at the Rice County Law Enforcement Center located 

in Faribault, Minnesota.  After Miranda, Justus Kebabe initially stated that he had found his wife dead in the 

bathroom and did not know where his other two children were.  Later on in the interview Justus Kebabe stated 

that on Monday, October 11, 2010 at approximately 11:00 a.m., he got into an argument with his wife Bilha 

Omare over affairs that she was having.  Kebabe stated that he got a golf club and struck Bilha Omare in the 

head.  In a second interview after police were made aware of ligature marks on Bilha Omare’s neck he stated 

that after he struck Bilha Omare she started screaming and he took an electrical wire and strangled her.  Kebabe 

stated that he brought her body into the bathroom and then locked the door and put a towel underneath the door 

to prevent any blood from coming out.   

 

Justus Kebabe stated that the children came home from school Monday evening and went to bed.  On Tuesday 

morning October 12, 2010, he prepared a drink of cranberry juice putting inside a handful of Tylenol PM pills 

and disguising the taste of those with sugar and gave the drinks to his children, Ivyn Ogendi and Kinley Ogendi.  

After they finished drinking, Kinley Ogendi went to take a bath in the bathtub.  Kebabe stated that he went into 

the bathroom and held Kinley Ogendi’s head under water.  Kinley Ogendi resisted and struggled stating, “Stop 

daddy stop!”.  Kebabe said that he held Kinley Ogendi under the water until he was dead.  Kebabe then brought 

his son Kinley Ogendi to his bedroom, put him in the bed, covered him with blankets and then closed the door.   

 

Kebabe then went into Ivyn Ogendi’s room where she was dressed but groggy and laying on the bed.  Kebabe 

stated that he put a pillow over her head and smothered her.  In a second interview after officers noticed ligature 

marks on Ivyn Ogendi’s neck, Kebabe admitted that he had also choked her by putting his hands around her 

neck until she was dead.  He then left her in her bed. 

 

Kebabe stated that he then tried to kill himself by putting a plastic bag over his head, but then realized that he 

had no plans made for his 4 year old and didn’t want her to go back to Africa.  Kebabe said he then took off the 

plastic bag and typed notes on his computer to his brother about the future care of his daughter.  Kebabe said he 

then panicked and took his daughter and drove until he ran out of gas and police found him.    

 

Doctor Huston, an Assistant Ramsey County Medical Examiner, states in a provisional report of the autopsy of 

Bilha Omare dated October 14, 2010that he found a laceration to her scalp with an underlying subgaleal 

hematoma as well as ligature abrasions about her neck.  He concluded that the cause of death is probable 

ligature strangulation and that the manner of death is a homicide.  Doctor Huston further states in a provisional 

report of the autopsy of Kinley Ogendi dated October 14, 2010 that he observed a subgaleal hematoma as well 

as multiple contusions to the skin and pulmonary edema and congestion.  He states that the cause of death is 

probable fresh water drowning and possible drug toxicity and that the manner of death is a homicide.  Doctor 

Mills, the Principal Assistant Ramsey County Medical Examiner, states in a provisional report of the autopsy of 

Ivyn Ogendi dated October 14, 2010 that she observed a ligature furrow on the neck and soft tissue hemorrhage 

of the deep muscles of the neck.  She concludes that the cause of death is asphyxia due to ligature strangulation 

and probably drug overdose and that the manner of death is a homicide.  
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Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be: 

(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court; or 

(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise be dealt 

with according to law. 

 

 COMPLAINANT’S NAME:  COMPLAINANT’S SIGNATURE:  

 JULIE URBAN    

 Subscribed and sworn to before the undersigned this _________ day of ___________, 20______. 

 NAME/TITLE:  SIGNATURE:  

     

     

 

 

 

 

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint. 

Date: 10/15/2010  PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S SIGNATURE: 

     

   Name:  Robert A. Plesha  

   Assistant Ramsey County Attorney  

   50 West Kellogg Blvd., #315  

   St. Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-3222/da 

 

   Attorney Registration # 87178  
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE 
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have determined 

that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest or other lawful steps 

be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody, pending further proceedings.  

Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense. 

 

  SUMMONS   

THEREFORE YOU, THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT, ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear on the       day of 

      20   at       AM before the above-named court at       to answer this complaint. 

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued. 

 

 

  WARRANT  
                   Execute in MN Only                  Execute Nationwide                 Execute in Border States 
To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I hereby order, in the name of the State 

of Minnesota, that the above-named Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the above-

named court (if in session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event 

not later than 36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law. 

 

 

  ORDER OF DETENTION 
Since the above-named Defendant is already in custody, I hereby order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the above-named 

Defendant continue to be detained pending further proceedings. 

 

 

Bail: $  3,000,000.00 

Conditions of Release:       

 
This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer this  ________ day of _______________, 

20____. 

 

JUDICIAL OFFICER:  SIGNATURE: 

NAME:   

TITLE:    

 

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses: 

     

COUNTY OF RAMSEY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Clerk’s Signature or File Stamp: 

  

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

RETURN OF SERVICE 

I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this 

COMPLAINT – WARRANT AND ORDER upon the Defendant herein 

named. 

                                                               Plaintiff,   

vs. 

 

JUSTUS OGENDI KEBABE 

                                                             Defendant.      Signature of Authorized Service Agent: 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

Probable cause found that defendant committed the offenses charged.  

 

Ordered defendant's motion to dismiss denied.   

 

Plea of not guilty to all counts entered.  

 

Trial and hearing on all issues set.  

 

 

Dated:  _________________________   

 JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT 
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DEFENDANT DATA / CHARGE SHEET – ATTACHMENT A 

 

 

 

 

 

DEFENDANT NAME: 
 

KEBABE, JUSTUS OGENDI DOB:    05/10/1967 

Defendant alias name(s):       Alias DOB(s):        

                                      

Defendant last known address: 1255 E. County Road D, #312                                

 Vadnais Heights, MN 55127  

State ID:        

Fingerprint ID        

FBI ID:        

St. Paul PD ID:        

Offender ID:        

 

 

 

OTHER DEFENDANT / CASE IDENTIFIERS: 

Fingerprinted?  No    Yes 

Handgun permit?  No    Yes (Issuing Agency:      ) 

Location of Violation:       

IF DRIVING OFFENSE: 

Driver's License Number:       Issuing State:       

License Plate Number:       Issuing State:       

Accident Type: 

check all that 

apply 

 No injury/no damage  Property Damage 

 Personal Injury  Fatality 

Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC):       
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      Criminal Complaint Summons Date:        

 

 

CT 

NO 
OFFENSE  

DATE 

* Primary 

STATUTE 

TYPE 

* Primary 

STATUTE  

NBR 

* Primary 

STATUTE 

DESCRIPTION 

OFFENSE 

LEVEL 

MOC G

O

C 

AGENCY 

 ORI  

CN NBR 

FUNCTION 

1 * 10/11/10 
- 

   10/13/10 

*Charge 

 

609.19.1(1) Murder in the Second 

Degree 

Felony H2851 N Ramsey Co. Sheriff’s 

Dept. 

ORI – MN0620000 

CN – 10024263 

Charging 

                   

 

2 10/11/10 
- 

  10/13/10 

Charge  609.19.1(1) Murder in the Second 

Degree 

 

Felony H2854 N Ramsey Co. Sheriff’s 

Dept. 

ORI – MN0620000 

CN – 10024263 

Charging 
                   

 

3    10/11/10 
- 

   10/13/10 

Charge 

 

609.19.1(1) Murder in the Second 

Degree 

Felony H2854 N Ramsey Co. Sheriff’s 

Dept. 

ORI – MN0620000 

CN – 10024263 

Charging 

                   

 

 

 
 

 


