
ETHICS CO

Representativc Paul
May 8,

On Friday, May 8, 2009, the Honorable PauI
House District 53A, serrt an electonic communication
violates the spirit and iefter of Rule 6.10 of the
peftinerrt part:

A c.ornplaint may be brougirt about oonduct by
administrative policy of the House, that vio
behavior, that botrays tbe public trust, or that
dishonor or disrePute.

During a spirited debate on whether or not to

almost a billion dollars, the Honorable Mark B
Torn Emmet, House District l9B, strongly debated for
massive tax increases proposed by the Majonty Party'
similarly debated aggressiveiy in supporl of the
did not participate in the debate.

During the spirited debate by both parties, R
Twitter.com. Twitter is a fo,m of instant elecronic
contemporaneous wit} the debate, Reprcsentative
Representative Emmer was "belittling female
Representative Gardnsr' s' twining" dishonestl y su
harassing fellale colleagues.

Dwing the spirited debate byboth pafiies, R
R epresentative B ues gens was wearin g srur glasses.
suggesting that Represontative Buesgens had bcen in

Representative Gardner' s cornrnunications
colleagues aro physically violent and prone to
Representatives. Representative Gardner knew or, at 1

written oomments were false and injurious to his ALL

Representative Gardner' s communications vio
of the Mi'nnesota House of Representatives including

A State Representative * * * shall:

Respect the principles of representative dent
citizenship and High personal integrity, and
laws. and House Rules.
Promote the health of denrccracy'by fostcrin
public understanditzg of governnte nt actions,

govo mnrs ntal processes.

Treat everyone with respccl, fairness, and
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membe,r that violates a rule or
aocepted norrns of House
s to brine the House into

very leost, should have known thq L his

f his legislative colleagues

the spirit and letter of the ethicallules
not necessarily limiteci to:

, by exempliJying grtttd

obsewing the letter and sPirit o.f

upcnness in government, full

Ived in a vioient physical confronta]ion.

clearly designed to sugge$ that hiq
:nt of femaJe msrnbers of the Housel of



Exercise so und jutlgment

Bc respectful of the House of Representatives
civil governntcnL

s a fundamcntal institution of

Use the powor and facilities of the House of Re{resattatives only to advance the

common good.

Respect and maintairr confidential information {btainod as a pubiic official or an

officer or employee.

representative dEmooracy''by farling to exemplify goo4 citizenslup and hrgh personal integli,ty.

By knowingly pubtishing false and defamatory informa,ition about his legislative colleaguesl

Representative Gardner violated his ethical obligation tp "lrlcspect the pnnciples of

caused by knowingly making falsc staternents directly ifnpacting another's reputation in th

More imporkntly, his fjse innuendo flies in the face of the lette,r and spirit of our laws reg{l'iling

defamation and libel. One need not be a licensed iawy$r to understand the damage that canibe

caused by knowingly making falsc staternents directly ifnpacting another's reputation in thl
community II
By publishing false and defamatory statements into thefnublic square contemPoraneous wi! r rur

orrg-oing debate on a high profile and contentious issue"lRepreserrtative Gardner failed-to
' - i ^  ^ ^ + i ^ - ^  * - , ^ - , 1  : - n - * l ^ * . t I ' ,  , { a c i m o i  l n  n o o t  l r i o

commumty

For these reasons and others, Petitioners respectfully
re,primanded and disciplined.

Subscrrbed and sworn to before me

arth, Dist. 48A

Minnesoia, ex officio norary public^ My ternr expires

January l ,  201l .

Subscribed and swonr to before nre

8., Representative Tom ;barth, Dist. 48A
Minnesota, ex officio notary public' My term cxplres

Reorescntative Gardner be pr

:able I Om mmer, Dist. 198

Dist ,358

By publishing false and defamatory statements into the[nublic squarc contemporaneous wi

,,[p]romote the hsa]th of democracy." His actions wer{ intentionally designed to cast his

tegistatlve colleagues in a less than favorable light and lto chill their participation in the deb tte._

Certainly, when members are falsely being accused of {exual harassment and assault,.they i llitnt
refrarn dom voicing their opinions for fear of having tC defend against false information arjii

attacks on their charactsr leveled in the Public Square 4uring the debare.

There can be NO dispute that Representative Gardner' actions vioiate his ethical obligatio

b"eat his legisiative colieagues wif} "respect" and "fai " Nor can he be said to have
to the public from the House flexercised "sound judgment" by publishing false

r to

January 1. 201 I
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