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On June 23, my son SSG Adam Sheda came home after spending 16 months in Irag. Counting the six months of training, Adam had
been gone almost two years. We had a family coming-home party and in the next few days, we didn't see him much as he was resting
and visiting his friends. He was partying and drinking. In retrospect, as we look back, we didn’t see how he didn’'t want to be alone. As he
was up for 30 hours at a time while on patrol, | believe night and day was biurred to him. The early a.m. of June 30 found him in Duluth’s
east hillside. His cousin lived in the same area and we believe he was going there. In any event, he heard music and talking and he went
to the sound.

He asked the people there if he could join in. Far from "forcing” his way, he was waving a $100 bill, saying he had no beer, but had money
to join in. The money was taken from him and also his bilifold. A lot is unclear at this point. He tried to get his wallet back and a “fight”
ensued. Adam had an alcohotl blood content of .244. Both his attackers outweighed him by 20 Ibs each. One held him while the other
beat and kicked him. On brother got fired and quit white the other brother pinrned Adam to the ground and kept beating him. Those
beating Adam said he pulled a gun to defend himself and he took it away and put the gun under Adam’s chin, yelleg "187

m*fiicker!” (which is code for homicide), and shot and killed him. No holster or bullets were found on Adam. The only testimeny is from
those at the house. Adam is dead and can't defend himself.

That is a brief description of what happened. We will never know the whote story.... Adam had a full mifitary funeral, one of the largest in
Duluth. In his will (over $500,000 in death benefits), we found out he was giving money tc two orphanages; he left a large amount to each
one. He donated his huge WWII military coliection to a mifitary museum. We found out that while he was in fraq, he e-mailed one sister,
swore her to secrecy, and sent her money to buy toys for Iraqi kids and another to send candy to give to the kids he saw while on patrol.
He wasn't an angel, but what did was from the heart.

It was never proven that it was his gun. He had no “death wish,” he was just lonely. He had the rest of 07 planned- going to Russia,
doing show, etc. He didn't in any way "force” his way in. Channel 6 ran this story just before the holiday season. What did they think it
would do 1o our family? What right did they have to do that to SSG Adam Sheda? He volunteered to go to Irag. He wasn't political- he
saw it as his duty and went. He went for all of us and to be dragged through the dirt for 30 pieces of sitver is terrible. In the strongest way
possible, | condemn what Channel 6 did. What they did to Adam was despicable and what they did to his family was horrible. We are a
strong family, but others might not be able 1o handle a terrible story like this.

But Ms. Reyelts said, "We extend our deepest sympathy to the friends and family of Mr. Sheda. By all accounts, he was a gocd son, a
good friend, and a dedicated citizen of this country.” | reject all of the above as B.S. because if she truly meant it, she wouldn't have done

that to his memory and his family.

[Also see attached commentary on broadcast transeript]
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The war in Iraq has left
an indelible mark on
America.

Returning combat vets

~comprise the most

grievously—wounded group
since the Vietham War.,

But not all injuries are
visible.

Barbara Reyealis reports
tonight on the hidden
wounds of the mind,

"We extend our deepest
sympathy {o the friends and
family of Mr. Sheda. By all
accounts he was a good
son, a good friend and a
dedicated citizen of this
country.”

It will take some time
before we know exactly what
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happened on a warm
evening in July one week
after Adam Sheda returned
from his tour of duty in lraq.

We know the tragic
resuits. .

26-year—old combat
veteran Adam Sheda was
shot to death with his own
gun.

BREYELTS @NORTHLANDSNEWS CENTER.COM

ART FULLSCREEN Take at: (INPKG: 48}, Adam Sheda
MvSpace posting:

Police reports indicate
the shooting happened as
Sheda was trying to force his
way into the private house
party of Luis Mark Hogan of
Duluth.

"The St. Louis County
Aftorney's office concluded
that evidence supports a
charge against Luis Mark
Hogan of Duluth of second—
degree intentional murder."

It's been said that Sheda
may have had a death wish
based on a posting he made
on his MySpace account.

“My plans whien 1 get back are to drink untitmy heard staps.”

ART: MySpace
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While still in Iraq he
wrote..."My plans when | get
back are to drink untit my
heart stops."

This may or may not be
an important statement in
the trial, but it is an important
statement in the big picture
of iraq war veterans..

National statistics show
one in six American Iraqi
veterans reports suffering
from significant depression
Or post-traumatic stress
disorder.

Regional experts suggest
it may be even more.

NORTHLAND VET SERVICE COODRINATOR

"You can be looking at
one in three or one in four
struggling with PTSD "

Post traumatic stress
discrder can manifest in
many ways
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PKG: 1:211, Post Troumatic Stress Disorder

Including depression,
sleep disorders,
concentration problems and
dramatic startle responses to
loud or unexpected noises.

"They have trouble being
around crowds of people.

Anger may come quick.
Their mood may shift,

Be real flat or depressed.

They might have
intrusive thoughts. You'll
ask, 'how often do you think
about the war?' "Well, every
day.™

"You become suspicious
of everybody "

Jon and Natalie
Beckstrand of Moose Lake
know the symptoms of
PTSD all too well.
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"It totally changes you.
The way you think; the way
you act.”

This young couple is
dealing with an extremely
tough readjustment to
society.

-Like thousands of other
families across America,
they're struggling to hold on
to their reiationships in the
face of psychological
difficulties most of us can't
gven comprehend.

On top of that many are
having trouble finding jobs,
paying bills, or keeping
friends.

We'll explore some of
these problems as we
continue our report on "The
War at Home" tomorrow.
Barbara Revyelts, the
Northland's News Center.

The Beckstrand's story is
all-too-typical of returning
Iragi vets.

Again, We'll tell you more
about this young family's
struggles when Barbara
continues our special report
on "The War at Home"
tomorrow.
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- NBC

§p F  NewsCenter

246 South Lake Avenue
Duluth, MN 55802-2304

Anthony Sheda

200 Barker Road
Wrenshall, MN 55797
January 21, 2007

Dear Mr. Sheda,

Once again, on behalf of the Northland’s News Center, I repeat our condolences to you and your
family on the death of your son Adam Sheda. '

I am writing in response to 2 complaint filed by you with the Minnesota News Council on
Decemiber 31, 2007,

Lwiall discuss each of your points, as 1 understand them, in the order in which they are made,

1. You wrote: “You have no sympathy for us. You drug our son thru the mud. Qur pain over his
death was made worse.”:

My response: Of course I cannot understand the depth of your pain without experiencing the loss
of a child in a violent situation. 1t’s an experience 1 hope never to have. T do, however, zel a
great deal of sympathy for your loss. T'm very sorry my story made your PaIn Worse.

2. You wrote: “Prove it. 1 mean proof not hearsay.”
This complaint references a quote from my report which says:
“26-year old combat veteran Adam Sheds was shot to death with his own gun.”

The information for this statement comes from (wo sources:

The Complaint and Order of Detention Felony from the County of St. Louis, District Court $ays:
“Sheda bad brought with him a pistol and approximately $2000.7

“Defendant admitted to investigators that Sheda had taken out his pistol while Defendant was
assaulting him...”

(Copy of eriminal complaint included)

On July 5, 2007 St. Louis County Attorney Melanie Ford said, during a news conference:
“The altercation ended when Mr, Hogan shot Mr. Sheda with Mr. Sheda's own pistol." This
quote is on tape and can be furnished upon request.

3. You wrote: “Look up “foree” in the dictionary. Does it say a lonely man wanti ng to joiu a
party.” :
This complaint refercnces a quote from my report which says:

246 South Lake Avenue Phone:
An NBC Affiliate Dulyth, MN 55802.2304 Fax:

R . Carporation Station
wyww norihiandsnewscenter.com

A Granite Broadrasting




“Police reports indicate the shooting happened as Sheda was trying to force his way into the
privaie house party of Luis Mark Hogan of Duluth.”

The tnformation for this statement comes from the above referenced criminal complaint. It
Says. .. :

“Sheda watked over to the same fence and indicated that he wanted to come over the fence and
join the party. Defendant told Sheda to leave. Sheda pulied out a $100 bill and said that he had
money. Bluebird claimed that he jokingly snatched the $100 bill, but gave it back to Sheda right
- away. Sheda reacted by punching West in the nose, causing his nose to bleed. Defendant
approached Sheda and punched him, knocking him down, and then punched him repeatedly. ...
At one point, Sheda came over the fence and walked up the back stairs towards Defendant’s
apartment, saying that he would not leave until he got his wallet...”

(Copy of complaint included)

3. You wrote: “Bullshit — who said i

This complaint references a quote from my report which says:

“It’s been said that Sheda may have had a death wish based on a posting he made on his
MySpace account.”

This Sheda “MySpace” posting was cited in various media reports in the Northland and Twin
Cities. We and other media commented on what we read. Those who said Adam Sheda may have
had = death wish, based on this MySpace posting, include varions media Teports, comments
posted to various blogs, comments made on talk radio, and various comments made in
conversations with this journalist and others within my hearing.

4. You wrote: A lonely man writing nonsense”

This complaint references a quote from my report, referring to Sheda’s “MySpace” posting
which says:

“While still in Irag he wrote...”My plans when I get back are to drink until my heart stops.”
Your speculation is that he was a lonely man writing nonsense. Others apparently speculated

that on his return, Adarn Sheda may have been depressed to the point of wanting to drink himself

fo desth.

Thank you for your comments and again, I extend my deepest sympathies on the loss of your
SO,

Sincercly,

Barbara Reyelts
Northland’s News Center News Manager

17




~tate of Minnesota | County of St. Louis, District Court

T SECTION/Subdivision MOC GOC CTY ATTY CONTROLLING  CONTROL NO.
609.19(S1(1)) H2813 N FILE NO. AGENCY

07-07-065186  MNOBS0600 07280425

-/ é o e COURT CASE NO. . DATEFILED
d— s .-f——"”ﬂ 3 ‘ I -
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= RN TN
] COMPLAINT
and
Order of Detention
Felony

State of Minnesota,
PLAINTIFE,
NS,

FAME: first, mididie, last
LUIS MARK HOGAN &+
11;06/1981
827 E. bth St., Upper Apt.
Dujuth, MN 5858056

DEFENDANT.

The Complainant, being duly sworn, makes complaist to the above-named Court and states that there is probable cause 1o believe that the
Defendant committed the following offense(s). The complainant states that the following facts establish PROBABLE CAUSE:

Complainant is a peace officer with the Dululh Police Department. Complainant is familiar with persons
submitting reports in this matter and believes those persons to be reliable and their reports to be true and
correct,

On or about June 30, 2007, at approximately 03:39‘hours, Duluth Police Officers Tanski and Holton were
dispatched to the vicinity of 927 East 5™ Street, Duluth, Saint Louis County, Minnesota, on the repert of
argginginﬁqhting, and shots fired. The Officers responded to the scene.

Cutside, in the rear of the property, Officer found a resident of the address, LUIS MARK HOGAN, DOB
11/6/81, Defendant herein, and several other individuals. ADAM MICHAEL SHEDA, DOB 6/6/81 , was found
dead, lying on the ground. A subsequent autopsy concluded that Sheda died from a single gunshot wound
to his head. A pistol was found near Sheda.

The scens was secured, photographs were taken, evidence was collected and numerous individuals were
interviewed as part of the investigation.

The investigation revealed that at approximately 21:00 hours on June 29", 2007, Sheda had besn picked u
by a cab from his home in Cloquet. He was driven to hé Black Bear Casino and later ‘o a bar in Dututh.
Sheda left the establishment at approximately 01:15 hours on June 20%, and made his way to the Fond Du
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wuth Casino. He was turned away from this establishment because it was believed he was apparently
intoxicated. Sheda had brought with him a pistol and approximately $2000.

Sometime around 03:30 hours, Sheda had traveled to the area of 10™ Avenue East and Fifth Street. When
Shedawas walking near 827 East Fifih Street, he was apparently drawn o the sound of people outside talking
and drinking at the address. Sheda did not know any of the residents or visitors that he found there
Defendant, who lived in the second fToor unit of the duplex at the location, and two female friends were outside
of the residence in the back yard, Also with them, drinking beer and talking were two other males, unknown
by any of the parties. One male was Michael West, and the other Bobby Bluebird. West and Bluebird had
been walking in the area just a few minutes before and had been drawn to the sounds of what they believed
to be a party. They had entered the property by jumping over the fence on the eastern edge of the property.

Sheda walked over to the same fence and indicated that he wanted to come over the fence and join the party.
Defendant told Sheda to leave. Sheda pulled out a $100 bilt and said that he had money. Bluebird claimed
that he jokingly snatched the $100 bill, but gave it back to Sheda right away. Sheda reacted by punching
Waest in the nose, causing his nose to bleed. Defendant approached Sheda and punched him, knocking him
down, and then punched him repeatedly. West and Bluebird tried 1o break up the fight but then walked away
into the alley. During this altercation, Sheda apparenily dropped his wallet. Defendant went inside to wake
up his brother, Diego Hogan,

Sheda complainad to those oulside that he had lost his wallet. Inside the wallet was approximately $1600.00.
- At one point, Sheda came over the fence and walked up the back slairs towards Defendant’s apariment,
saying that he would not leave until he got his wallet. Defendant struck Sheda several tines, sending him
falting down the stairs, and possibly knocking him unconggeious,—-——==""""—.._
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e

The wailet was eventually fcund and returned to ShedaCJutwhen Sheda made a derogatory commenwt\ Diege
Hogan began punching Sheda. After Sheda punched Diegd Hogan e face, cutting Hisip,” Defendant
began repealedly punching Sheda, who was now on the west side of the fence. 3 Defendant was straddling
Sheda, who was on the ground, Defendant repeatedly punched Sheda. Diego Hogan told investigators that
he ward,j_WO gun ahots}a.;d believed that Defendant had shot Shada because | %EfendaLthad_midb,l_ﬂ heshot
and kilied jj,nmw_I:Dt@c;o also heard Defendant yeli at A Sheda “187 motherfucker" 2 187" is a term used in some
rap songs as a reference to the California penal code pertaining to murder.

West and Bluebird had walked back towards the residence besause they had left a cell phone behind. When
they were close, they had also heard someone yenl 187, motherfuckert” and heard two shots. Wesl and
Bluebird then fled the area. :

Defendant admitted to investigators that Sheda had taken out his pistol while Defendant was assaulting him.
Defendant had wrestled Sheda's-sisielfiom him, put it 1in under Sheda’s chin, and shot him in the head..
Defendant said he thendrapped the gun. Defendantadmitled, yelling "1871" Defendant admilted that he knew
the term and its meaning from its frcquem reference in rap music, Defendant admitted o have had the bstter
of Sheda and that Sheda was intoxicated and probably teok out his pistol because Defendant was hurting him.
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