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Secretar “ / .
y o o Federal Communications Commission
Federal Communications Commission Office of the Secretary

236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington DC 20002

Re: Minnesota Public Radio (FRN 0002-6425-10)
WGGL(FM), Houghton, MI (Facility ID No. 42913)
Request to Modify Main Studio Waiver

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of Minnesota Public Radio ("MPR"), licensee of WGGL(FM), Houghton,
Michigan, the purpose of this letter is to request modification of the terms of the
Commission’s May 2, 2000 order (attached), granting a waiver of the main studio rule to
operate WGGL as a satellite of commonly-owned noncommercial educational station
KSIN(FM), Minneapolis, Minnesota.

MPR proposes to modify the mix of programs to be broadcast by WGGL. As a result of
these changes, the plurality of programming will originate from another of MPR’s
commonly-owned stations, KNOW-FM, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota (Facility ID
No. 42949). Accordingly, WGGL will become a satellite of KNOW-FM.

Upon implementing the program change, WGGL’s programming will consist of the
following:

e Approximately 37% of programming will originate from KNOW-FM, a
predominately news and information service.

- Approximately 35% of programming will originate from KSJN, a predominately
classical music format station.

- Approximately 12% of programming will be material produced in MPR's studios
for broadcast by stations within its network at different times. Examples include:
The Splendid Table, an MPR staple featuring acclaimed food writer and cooking
teacher Lynne Rossetto Kasper; Being, a conversation about the big questions at
the center of human life, from the science of the human brain to the ancient
traditions of the human spirit; and Marketplace, an up-to-date report on business,
economics, and money.
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-- The remainder of WGGL's programming (approximately 16%) will be material
that MPR has acquired from third parties for broadcast by various MPR-owned
stations. Examples include: A/l Things Considered, National Public Radio’s
trademark mix of news and interviews, hosted by Robert Siegel, Michele Norris,
and Melissa Block; and This American Life from Chicago Public Radio, a weekly
public radio show where host Ira Glass chooses a theme from life in America.

In addition, MPR seeks flexibility to modify the specific program mix to respond to input
from residents and changes in the local market. MPR believes that the new program mix,
together with the opportunity to react rapidly to listener preferences, will enable MPR to
continue to serve the needs and interests of Houghton.

MPR reaffirms it will satisfy its Section 73.1125 public interest obligation to Houghton
through the commitments described in the Commission’s May 2, 2000 letter, except that
that the news reporter responsible for Houghton is now based in Duluth

Therefore, MPR requests that the FCC modify the main studio waiver to permit operation
of WGGL as a satellite of KNOW with the flexible program mix described herein.

/

Mitzi T Gramling CJ

Associate General Counsel

ce! Michael Wagner, FCC
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Ta Het WGGLEM), Honghton, MI
Minnesoia Fublis Radio
Facility T Wo, 4291%
Request for Waiver of 47 C.ILR,
§ 73,1125 (Main Smudio Bule)

Diear Mr. Stonghugy:

The siaff hus wader consideration the request of Minaesota Public Redio ("MPR”) fora
waiver of the Comumlesion's maln studio requirentent, gee 47 CFR. § V31123, in order o
oporale the WEGL{TM) 84 a satellita of its conmaonly ovmed NCE gintton HSINTM),
Minneapoliz, Minesota,' For the reasons sat forth below, wo shall grant MPR's request for
walver,

Section 73.1125(a) requines each broadeast station to malnialn & maln siudio within the
station's prineipal comsaunity eoltour to ensure that the station will serve the needs and Interests
of the residente of Ws community of Heanse, Amendweat of Ssetions 73,1125 and 73,1130, 3
FOC fed 5024, 5027 (19883, However, under Section 73.1125(a)(4), the Commission will
waive this requirsrasnt where "gaod eause” exists to do so and whete the proposed studio
toeation "would be congltent with the opasntion of e statien In the publls interest” Bach
waiver requast by n PCE statlen sesking 1o operats 58 the satsliite of smitbsr NOR giation ig
considared on 4 saseby-oaze basis, The Conudssion hag vecognlzed the bensiitg of cenialiesd
operntions for WOE siatlons, given thelr lirlted funding, and thus found "good sauss” oRisis o
walvs the main siadio lotation raguirement whese satellite operations are proposed. Id. A
satellito station muet, however, demonsizate that It will mest ia Joeal sexvics obligation to antiely
tha Seotion 73.1128 "public interest” stondaed, Jd.

Vo waneliie® staton mects all of e Comission's waehnieal miles, howsver, it ovigiieies o prograpualng and
instead rebroadensiy Yhe parent stetlon's progiataing, See Ameadaent of Muliiple Ovoership Rales, Mamovanadim

Cinlntor and Oreler, 3 REZA 1584, 1562 (1564).
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WMPR's request {8 based on the seonomics of seale that would be peatized by grantof its
vebver, We apres and conclude thas thers is *eood cause” (o waive 47 TR
§ T3, 1125(e){(4) in esa clrcumstones,

MPR proposes (o opeiats WGGLEM), Hovghton, Michigen, as a satellite of KEEMS,
Minneagolie, Minnesota, approxinately 400 milea from Houghton, Whese there §s a great
distance hietween parent and dateliiie atations sl they are located in differsnt states, 88 liete, we
are particularly concerned that the licenges take adequats measures fo malaiain its awarenses of
the satsllite coramnity's needs end intereas, To that end, MPR Tas pledged to: (1) rontinue it
polioy (had residents of sach servics area patticipate on 2 regional advisory couneil which
provides npit to menagament on programining issues of interest to tha residenis Guoughout
WIPR's sepvics aree, neluding Hougbion; (2) continye its exlsting yelationship with the
sownmnity of Houghton which has been pstablished by means of membsrship in MPR; (3)
soliclt comements from MPR members in Houghton conceming programuaing and station
aperation; (4) employ & Houghton-based news reporier who will praduce and broadeast local
Inwerts of {nterest to Houglton and who will subscribe ta local and ases publications and
msintain ongoing rolsionships with comnunity yesidents and lendars, who will periodically
contact and upfate the reporter conceming mallers af loeal interest; (5) mainisin a toll-freo
telephone number for residents of Houghton to contact MPR management in actordands with 47
CUFRL § 73.1125(0); and (6) operate o sits on e World Wide Web, which enables losal
residents (o reeslve extsnsive information and conunent on WiPR's programiping,

T thege chicumstances, we are persnaded that MPR will maeel its loeal servies obligations
and thus, that grang of the requested waiver is consisicat viith the publis interest. We termind
MPR, howaver, of the requirement that it maintain » public file for the Houghton statlon at the
razhn studio of the “parent” station KSINGM), See Review of the Commission’s Rules
Regavding the Maln Studio and Local Public Inspection Files af Broodeast Yelevision and Radio
Syartons, 64 Ted, Reg. 35941 (July 2, 1999), We fusthor temind MPR that notwithstanding the
grant of the waives requested heve, the public tile for WEGLM) station must eontaln the
quarterly issues and programs Nt for Houghton, Michigen regqulred by 47 CRR
§ 73.3527(2)().

Accordingly, the tequest of Minnesots Public for waiver of 47 CPR.§ 731125 15
HEREBY GRAWTED,

Sincerely,

WL fe—

Linda Blaiy, Chigt
Awdis Services Division
Mags Madia Bureau

ST TR RTT (WA [V IRV TPUT S DIV SEPWIPRSTS SEPPN TR I NN

WIS






