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Minnesota Public Radio Files Suit to Preserve LRT Agreement 
 
(St. Paul, Minn.) — February 4, 2010 —Minnesota Public Radio filed suit 
today in Ramsey County District Court against the Metropolitan Council 
and its Central Corridor Project Office.  The suit seeks the help of the 
Court in enforcing the terms of an April 2009 agreement between the 
Metropolitan Council and MPR that sets explicit standards for noise and 
vibration created by the construction and operation of the Central Corridor 
Light Rail Transit (CCLRT) project. 
 
“Our position hasn’t changed, there are no new issues, there are no new 
requests.  All we ask is that the Met Council live up to the agreement it 
signed less than a year ago,” said Nick Kereakos, MPR’s managing 
director for broadcast production and operations, who is leading the 
organization’s team of engineers and experts in working with the Met 
Council in implementing the April agreement.  “The Met Council agreed to 
standards that light rail needs to meet in order to protect our broadcast 
and recording facilities.  Our experience over the last eight months has 
convinced us that those standards aren’t being met and won’t be met.  
We’re asking the Court to hold the Met Council responsible for the 
promises it’s made.” 
 
Kereakos noted that MPR’s concerns went to the heart of the agreement 
between the two organizations: 
 
“The Metropolitan Council agreed in writing to use a design for light rail 
with a proven track record of not harming facilities like ours; instead, they 
provided us the example of a rail line adjacent to a concert hall that 
doesn’t exist.  They agreed to mitigate ground-borne noise, but their plan 
addresses less than half of the sound spectrum identified in the contract 
as problematic.  They agreed to provide a design that could be maintained 
and repaired without interrupting normal operations; instead, their solution 



will stop or divert the trains for days, weeks or months while repairs are 
made.” 
 
The dispute centers around the design of the floating slab track (or FST) 
to be used to mitigate ground-borne noise and vibration caused by a train 
as it rolls on its tracks. A FST consists of a concrete slab that is placed 
inside a channel or vault that runs beneath the tracks.  The track rails are 
attached to the upper surface of the concrete slab.  The concrete slab 
“floats” above the floor of the concrete vault on some type of noise and 
vibration dampening system, typically either steel springs or rubber pads, 
that is located between the concrete slab and the floor of the vault.  A 
steel-spring FST meets the highest standards of mitigation; in less 
demanding situations, a rubber pad FST is often used. 
 
The MPR lawsuit identifies a number of areas of concern: 
 

• The “rubber pad FST” design chosen by the Met Council to address 
ground-borne noise and vibration fails to comply with its obligation 
to use its “best efforts” to mitigate these harmful impacts.  MPR 
believes that the Met Council’s design choice was driven solely by 
its belief that the initial installation of this design will be less 
expensive, even though the long-term maintenance will be much 
more difficult and much more expensive. 

 
• The design lacks a “proven track record” of mitigating ground-borne 

noise and vibration for a facility like MPR located immediately 
adjacent to light rail operations.  In fact, the Met Council has been 
unable to identify (and MPR has been unable to find) an example of 
an effective rubber pad system in use anywhere in the world in a 
situation similar to that of the MPR Broadcast Center.   
 
The only system with a “proven track record” of performing in a 
situation similar to MPR’s is a steel-spring design in Basel, 
Switzerland.  Rather than employing a well-designed steel-spring 
system, the Met Council adopted an inferior and unproven rubber 
pad design with no track record in comparable circumstances. 
 

• The rubber pad design chosen by Met Council will not be 
maintainable and repairable within a 48-hour completion goal, as is 
required in the agreement. 

 
• Use of the rubber pad design will not meet agreed-to performance 

criteria over the life of the agreement and in weather extremes 
including ice, snow, and sub-freezing temperatures. 

 



• Use of the rubber pad design will not perform effectively on the 
sloping grade of Cedar Street. 

 
• The Met Council has failed to provide any evidence that the rubber 

pad design it has chosen will mitigate ground-borne noise at 
penetrating frequencies between 200 Hz and 400 Hz – or at all over 
the range of anticipated temperatures in Minnesota – as is required 
in the agreement.   

 
Kereakos reiterated that MPR was committed to making its agreement 
with the Metropolitan Council work and came to legal action only as a last 
resort.  
 
“We want this agreement to work,” Kereakos said. “We want light rail to be 
built.  Since signing the agreement in April, we have met with the CCPO 
and have been in regular communication to request data, to provide 
feedback and to voice our concerns. We also know that any work to 
protect the MPR Broadcast Center will help protect our neighbors along 
Cedar Street, particularly the historic churches to our north.  It’s been 
disappointing to have our requests and suggestions dismissed or ignored. 
 
“At the same time, we can’t ignore our responsibilities to our listeners and 
our members,” he continued. “It is because we take these obligations so 
seriously that we insisted that the Metropolitan Council give us the 
protections we need in a signed contract last spring before we would 
stand down on our objection to the route.  The contract spells out the 
standards required to mitigate the impact of the train, but those standards 
are not reflected in the CCPO's actions to date. Those standards must be 
upheld now – before the LRT is built - and we need the Met Council to 
stand by the promises it’s made to our members, to our listeners and to 
the community.” 
 
About MPR 
 
Minnesota Public Radio is one of the nation's premier public radio 
organizations. With headquarters in the heart of downtown Saint Paul, 
Minnesota Public Radio operates a regional network of 39 stations, 
covering Minnesota and parts of Wisconsin, the Dakotas, Michigan, Iowa 
and Idaho. MPR’s three programming services have 900,000 listeners 
each week. In the Twin Cities, listen to MPR News at KNOW 91.1 FM, 
Classical MPR at KSJN 99.5 FM and The Current at KCMP 89.3 FM. All 
Minnesota Public Radio programming can be found online at mpr.org. 
 
American Public Media, Minnesota Public Radio's parent organization, is 
the second-largest producer and distributor of radio programs to the 



nation’s public radio stations, reaching 16 million listeners nationwide each 
week. To find out how to listen, go to americanpublicmedia.org. 


